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2Unit 26, Session

Jesus Is Questioned

SESSION IN A SENTENCE: When the Jewish leaders questioned Jesus to 
trap Him, He answered all of their questions from the authority of God’s 
Word and amazed all who heard.

BACKGROUND PASSAGE: Mark 12:13-40

I recently heard a story about an elderly screenplay writer in a coffee shop who overheard 
a couple of film students arguing over the deeper meaning of one of his films. He 
listened with great amusement as they picked apart each scene, bemoaned their 
frustration with the film critics they thought wrongly assessed this film, and debated 
what the film must really be about, all while ignorant of the writer’s presence. 

The writer decided to interrupt their heated discussion and said, “I think I can help you 
with this plot.” 

To his surprise, one of the students sharply responded, “What are you, a film critic? No 
offense, but the last person I want to hear from is another old film critic.”

The writer, jarred by the student’s response and entertained by the growing irony, gave a 
sly smile, apologized for eavesdropping, and departed. 

How might this story parallel some people’s thoughts about Jesus?
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Group Time

Point 1:   Jesus teaches the reality of resurrection from 
God’s Word (Mark 12:19-27).

19 “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies, leaving a wife behind 
but no child, that man should take the wife and raise up offspring for his brother. 
20 There were seven brothers. The first married a woman, and dying, left no offspring. 
21 The second also took her, and he died, leaving no offspring. And the third 
likewise. 22 None of the seven left offspring. Last of all, the woman died too. 23 In the 
resurrection, when they rise, whose wife will she be, since the seven had married her?”

24 Jesus spoke to them, “Isn’t this the reason why you’re mistaken: you don’t 
know the Scriptures or the power of God? 25 For when they rise from the dead, they 
neither marry nor are given in marriage but are like angels in heaven. 26 And as for 
the dead being raised—haven’t you read in the book of Moses, in the passage about 
the burning bush, how God said to him: I am the God of Abraham and the God of 
Isaac and the God of Jacob? 27 He is not the God of the dead but of the living. You are 
badly mistaken.” 

The Sadducees, a Jewish sect, did not believe in an afterlife and rejected the concept of 
resurrection (Mark 12:18), but Jesus, an increasingly popular rabbi, taught these very 
things. They considered Jesus a threat to their position in Judaism and local Roman 
politics, so they attempted to trap and discredit Him with a theological riddle, a 
disingenuous question about marital relations in the “supposed” resurrection. 

Jesus’ response relied on the authority of Scripture as He appealed to the Law to correct 
the Sadducees’ misunderstanding. Jesus explained that the resurrection is not just a 
continuation of our normal life; it is a wholesale transformation of our lives by the 
power of God, wherein marriage no longer applies. And the resurrection is proved in the 
Law when God said, “I am,”—not “I was,”—“the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.”

Authority of Scripture: Since the Bible is the _________________________ Word 

from God, it is the ultimate _________________________ of authority for the Christian. 

We are to believe and obey God by believing and obeying His Word.

How should we respond to the fact that Scripture is authoritative? 
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Point 2:   Jesus teaches the primacy of love from God’s 
Word (Mark 12:28-34).

28 One of the scribes approached. When he heard them debating and saw that Jesus 
answered them well, he asked him, “Which command is the most important of all?” 

29 Jesus answered, “The most important is Listen, Israel! The Lord our God, the 
Lord is one. 30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with 
all your mind, and with all your strength. 31 The second is, Love your neighbor as 
yourself. There is no other command greater than these.”

32 Then the scribe said to him, “You are right, teacher. You have correctly said that 
he is one, and there is no one else except him. 33 And to love him with all your heart, 
with all your understanding, and with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as 
yourself, is far more important than all the burnt offerings and sacrifices.”

34 When Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from 
the kingdom of God.” And no one dared to question him any longer. 

The topic of the most important command in the law was another hot debate amongst 
the Jews, particularly the scribes. It was a popular belief that if one obeyed the law 
perfectly, one could earn God’s love. So the scribes tried to identify the most important 
commands from which all the others stemmed so that a reasonable attempt could be 
made to obey them all. 

What are some Old Testament commands you would identify as 
most important? 

Jesus responded first by quoting the Shema from Deuteronomy 6:4-5, which begins 
not with a command but with a proclamation about who God is—He is the one true 
God—followed by the command to love God with all that we are: heart, soul, mind, 
and strength. Then Jesus went on to add a second command from Leviticus 19:18: we 
are to love others as ourselves. Jesus upended the entire Pharisaical system with this 
answer: we don’t obey to earn God’s love but we love God and others because He first 
loved us (1 John 4:19). 

Why is it important that we remember we love because God first 
loved us? 
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Point 3:   Jesus teaches the deity of the Messiah from 
God’s Word (Mark 12:35-37).

35 While Jesus was teaching in the temple, he asked, “How can the scribes say that the 
Messiah is the son of David? 36 David himself says by the Holy Spirit:

The Lord declared to my Lord,
‘Sit at my right hand until I put your enemies under your feet.’ 
37 David himself calls him ‘Lord’; how then can he be his son?” And the large 

crowd was listening to him with delight. 

Those who had hoped to trap Jesus have given up. 
Now Jesus gets to ask a question of His own. The 
scribes, experts in the Scriptures, knew the 
Messiah would be a descendant of David, a 
“son of David” (see 2 Sam. 7:12-16). But was the 
Messiah simply a conquering king who would 
liberate them from the Romans and take His seat 
on the throne of David as ruler over the promised 
land? Jesus pointed out that David himself had 
something to say about that.

To challenge the scribes’ presuppositions about 
the Messiah, Jesus referred to Psalm 110, which 
was written by David under the inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit. The psalm as a whole speaks 
about the destruction of the enemies of God and 
His people, but Jesus focused on the first line, 
specifically the wording of that introduction. David’s intentional and inspired words 
reveal the Messiah’s divinity, for while He is the human “son of David,” He is also 
David’s “Lord.” 

Inerrancy of Scripture: Scripture is completely ______________________, without 

any mixture of error, in all its teachings, no matter what subject it addresses. 

Scripture is an infallible guide to _________________________ and it is truthful in 

____________ that it affirms. 

How are you encouraged by the truth that God’s inspiration of Scripture 
extends to the very words used by the human authors of the Bible? 

 Voices from  
the Church
“ Our trust in the Bible stems 
from our trust in Jesus 
Christ: the man who is 
God, the King of the world, 
the crucified, risen and 
exalted rescuer … I love 
him, and I’ve decided to 
follow him, so if he talks 
and acts as if the Bible is 
trustworthy, authoritative, 
good, helpful and powerful, 
I will too … even if some 
of my questions remain 
unanswered, or my answers 
remain unpopular.” 1 

–Andrew Wilson
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Notes

My Mission
Because we have experienced God’s kindness to us in salvation through Jesus, we live 
under the Word of God’s authority in all areas of our lives with gratitude and joy. 

•  How will you respond to Scripture’s 
commands to love God and love others 
in light of God’s love for us in Jesus?

•  What are some ways your group can 
encourage one another to trust in the 
Word of God?

•  How will you prioritize God’s Word 
in your efforts to share the gospel with 
those around you?

 Voices from  
the Church
“ The fundamental 
relationality of the greatest 
commandment serves 
as the springboard for 
the giving of the second 
commandment. Love for 
God is actualized in love 
for neighbor.” 2 

–Kim Huat Tan
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Daily Study

Day 1:   Read Mark 12:13-17

For the Pharisees and the Herodians, this was about much more than tax policy. Paying 
taxes to Rome was somewhat of an open sore for the Jews. After all, they were supposed 
to be God’s free and redeemed people. To add salt to the wound, the Jews were taxed by 
the Roman Empire to help pay for the Roman army that was occupying their promised 
land. Needless to say, this tax was loathed by the Jews. 

Their question to Jesus about the lawfulness of 
Jews paying a Roman tax was their vain attempt 
to get Him in trouble before the temple crowd. 
If he said yes, the Jews would reject Him as a 
Roman sympathizer. If He said no, they could 
turn Him in to the Romans as a rebel.

Jesus’ response was brilliant. He refused to be 
crammed into a political box. Therefore, He 
answered with wisdom, emphasizing the priorities 
of life: Give Caesar his tax, but don’t give him 
ultimate authority over your life; honor the law, 
but honor preeminently the Lord above the law.

How do you need to shift your priorities 
to honor the Lord above all?

 Voices from 
Church History
“ We are God’s money. But 
we are like coins that have 
wandered away from the 
treasury. What was once 
stamped upon us has 
been worn down by our 
wandering. The One who 
restamps his image upon us 
is the One who first formed 
us. He himself seeks his own 
coin, as Caesar sought his 
coin. It is in this sense that he 
says, ‘Render to Caesar the 
things that are Caesar’s, and 
to God the things that are 
God’s,’ to Caesar his coins, to 
God your very selves.” 3 

–Augustine (354-430) 
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Day 2:   Read Mark 12:18-27 

The Sadducees tried to set a theological trap, but Jesus revealed that the basis of 
their misguided question about marriage in the resurrection was flawed. Marriage is 
something that will not continue in the new heavens and new earth. At first glance, this 
might rub happily married readers the wrong way. Is Jesus minimizing the beauty of 
marriage? Far from it! We know from Ephesians 5 that Jesus Himself is the archetype 
for understanding the meaning of marriage. Instead, Jesus is expanding their categories 
of what heaven will be like. 

In heaven, the relationships we have with the Lord and our fellow saints will 
mysteriously surpass any form of love we experience here on earth. This is the “power 
of God” that Jesus referred to. He invited the Sadducees to see that God’s wisdom and 
power are so much greater than we could imagine, and the glories that will be revealed 
on the other side of eternity will be more magnificent than we could ever dare hope. 

Why is it important that we listen to the Scriptures rather than other 
sources for our understanding of what heaven will be like?

Day 3:   Read Mark 12:28-34

Jesus cited what the Jews call the Shema from Deuteronomy 6. “Shema” is the Hebrew 
word for “listen” or “hear,” the first word in the Shema. This passage is one of the most 
well known passages of all the Old Testament Scriptures. At the time the Shema was 
written, there were many false gods and religions competing for the belief of the people. 
In the middle of all this religious confusion, the Lord revealed through the prophet 
Moses who He really is: “The Lord is one.” In other words, He is different, unique, and 
set apart in His nature and character. He is all-sufficient and all-powerful. He is the one 
true God. 

We should consider it a great gift that God would be kind enough to reveal Himself to 
us and tell us something about how to relate to Him and to others.

What distractions surround you as you go throughout your day, and 
how will you listen to and obey the one true God in the midst of 
those distractions?
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Day 4:   Read Mark 12:35-37

With a knowledge of the Old Testament prophets, Jesus’ listeners understood there was 
a Messiah who would come one day to make everything right again, and this Messiah 
would be a descendant of David. 

Jesus quoted from Psalm 110 to challenge their assumptions about this Messiah. The 
popular belief was that the Messiah would be merely a human descendant of King 
David. If that were so, Jesus asked, then why did David call the Messiah his “Lord”? 
The only way to make sense of Psalm 110 is if the Messiah was not just a man but also 
God. Jesus revealed that according to this familiar psalm, the Messiah would be God’s 
Son coming through David’s lineage. 

Jesus invited His listeners to abandon what they thought or assumed He should be like 
and to see Him for who He really is according to the Scriptures. 

What are some ways you will show honor to Jesus as your Lord?

Day 5:   Read Mark 12:38-40

In these three verses, Jesus gave a scathing rebuke to those with hypocritical devotion—
they appear to be devoted to God on the outside but are actually far from Him on 
the inside. 

Jesus  provided five marks of hypocritical devotion:  
1. A focus on the external over the internal  
2. A drive for the applause of others  
3. A craving for positions of power and privilege  
4. An abuse of power for personal gain at the expense of others  
5. An outward religion that doesn’t match inward reality

We tend to think of others as hypocrites and not ourselves, but such thinking must be 
resisted. We are all prone to hypocrisy and guilty of it to some degree. Few on this side 
of the resurrection read the Bible and decide to be self-righteous Pharisees on purpose, 
but we all drift easily in that direction if we take our eyes off of Jesus. 

Which of the marks of hypocritical devotional do you struggle with, and 
how will you fight to resist that drift?
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Notes

Encourage One Another
Join together with 2-4 people from your group, or with your family, sometime 
during the week to reflect on the session and to share how God is working and 
you are responding.

Share your thoughts and reflections on the truths from Scripture in this session:

• Jesus teaches the reality of resurrection from God’s Word (Mark 12:19-27).

• Jesus teaches the primacy of love from God’s Word (Mark 12:28-34).

• Jesus teaches the deity of the Messiah from God’s Word (Mark 12:35-37).

How have you responded to these truths from Scripture?

What are some ways you have seen someone engage religious 
opposition with wisdom like Jesus did? 

Why should we seek to emulate Jesus’ expressed view on Scripture’s 
authority and imitate how He interpreted it? 
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